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BT JOHH OtTLP. 

An explanation of prophetic event*. Bar. IT : IT to Be». 18 : 1 . 
Verse 17. And here it substantiated what we 
hare deducted from verso 16, viz., that those pow- 
ers are to give their kingdom to the beast "until 
toe words of God shall be fulfilled." 

The question here now is, what words are here 
referred to ? Undoubtedly to the prophecies con- 
cerning the symbols under consideration, and it is 
self-evident that these will not be fulfilled until 
these symbols will have paused away. And since 
the beast and the kings of the earth were seen to 
gather themselves and their armies together for 
the final battle ; then this makes it self-evident that 
a certain political and religious sentiment will sur- 
vive the trouble that will come upon the present 
combination. All this corresponds with the fourth 
division of the image of Daniel, prefiguring our 
combination by iron and clay being mixed in the 
feet and toes, thus showing our mingled condition, 
But says the Prophet, "they shall not cleave one 
to another even as iron is not mixed with clay." 
A dissolution therefore at some time is to take 
place after they have mingled themselves among 
other people. 

The powers referred to here as being mingled 
"with the seed of men," mast not be understood 
to refer alone to members of the Roman Catholic 
church, as alienating from the church and joining 
other societies. No, not any more than we might 
reason that some of the governments of the eastern 
countries constitute the ten horns, and a portion 
of them are to stray into other countries, but will 
return and not cleave to those joined in a certain 
crisis. Therefore it may be understood that out 
from among present Protestantism and Romanism 
will come a fierce political and religious sentiment, 
that will, regardless of any of oar existing societies, 
whether religions or political, destroy us all to- 
gether, according to our disposition ot prophecy. 
This iron disposition is to continue until its de- 
struction in the final battle in Rev. 19, as has been 
noticed heretofore in the examination of Dan. 2 : 35, 
44. The same also is taught in the symbol of 
Daniel's fourth beast. Dan. 7 : 9, 25, 26, 27. 

Terse 18. And here we find the woman called 
a great city, and as reigning in splendor and power 
supreme. It seems from the expression in, this 
vet we, that there will be (or if it is applicable in 
our time, now is) a prevailing sentiment in our 
system of things that is urged by the Christian 
professors of our day, that sways all political con- 
cern. It seems that in merging things together 
here under a new name, that the intention is to 
have us to cease making a strict application in 
reasoning about what formerly constituted the 
beast and the ten horns. The object seems to be 
to lead the mind to observe that there will he great 
variations and changes similar to those noted un- 
der verse 17. 

Chapter 18 verse 1. And after time things. 
The question here is, do the things referred to by 
these words refer to a time after this ■ mysterious 
combination has been judged and burned with fire; 
and after the war with the Lamb has been fought V 
Or have these words reference to the time imme- 
diately after this mysterious combination is com- 
plete. This mnst now be determined before we 
may proceed, and try to learn, more of the judg- 
ment of the woman. And this information can 
only be had from Rev. 18, if it may at all be at- 
tained, and then only if we are able to show that 
the things therein proclaimed refer to this judg- 
ment. 

We assume the position that the things that are 
proclaimed in Rev. 18 are things that are to follow 
next te the time when the mysterious combination 
is complete, and reigning supremely ; and the proc- 
lamation by the angel, whom the Revelator saw 
coming from heaven, evidently are things of the 
judgment previously spoken of. This idea may be 
supported as being correct, first, because the 
shewing of the judgment with the explanation of 
the woman and the beast that carried her was the 
subject of Rev, 17. See verses 1, 7. But since 
only tbe explanation of the woman and the beast 
was made in Kev. 17 ; and th<* shewing or causes 


of the judgment have not yet been made, therefore 
the judgment will next be in older. 

Again the idea that after these things refers to 
times that are to follow immediately after this com- 
bination in complet' . is supported by the things 
that are promulgated in Rev. 18. Pirht, the fall of 
Babylon. This certainly is the same Babylon re- 
ferred to in the mysterious combination in Rev. 
17 : 5. Then how could it be promulgated that 
Babylon had fallen and "became the habitation of 
devils and the hold of every foul spirit and a cage 
of every unolean and hateful bird," if it had pre- 
viously been destroyed an stated in Rev. 17 : 16? 
This evidently would be very inconsistent. 

Again the following is descriptive of the woman 
in Rev. 17. She is a lewd woman. Terse 1, 16. 
Named Mystery, Babylon. Verse 5. Represented 
as sitting upon many waters — verses 1, 15. As 
that great city — verse 16. And she is to be judg- 
ed and destroyed and burned with fire, verse 16. 

Evidently the same character is alluded to in 
Rev 18 ; for there again a use is made of all of 
those characteristics. There we have a great lewd 
harlot and all nations having been her recipients, 
verses 2, 3. And she is to be judged and burned 
with fire, verses 7, 8. She is called that great city 
Babylon, verses 10, 16, 18, 19. Again, in chapter 
17 : 18 she is represented as reigning over the 
kings of the earth. In chapter 18 : 3, 9, 10, she 
is represented as having kings as subjects of her 
affection. Consequently they are ruled by her. 

All of these things go to prove that after these 
things refers to the scenes in chapter 17, that ex- 
plained and completed the mysterious combination. 


Extravagance in the Use of Money, 


. BT SUSAN SIDLE. 
Wherefore do ye spend money for that which la not bread, 
and vour labor for that whloh satiaQeth not.— Isaiah 92: 2. 

The prophet had a desire to know why or where- 
fore the people spent their money for that which is 
not bread. He tells them "Every one that thirsteth 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money 
come ye buy and eat that which is good and let 
your soul delight itself in fatness." As we pass 
along on our journey through this world, we have 
to wonder and are almost ready to ask the ques- 
tion with tbe prophet, why is it that there are so 
many human beings who would like to have the 
the name of being intelligent, spending their money 
for that which is not bread, and their precious time 
that God has given them for usefulness, in labor 
that is of no account and in the end satisfieth not. 
One of the greatest sins of our day which occasions 
perpetual anxiety to families of limited means, is a 
useless extravagance in dtess, American women 
instead of aiming at that perfect simplicity which 
ought to spring from our republican institutes, ape 
the fashions of the most dissolute nations of Europe, 
and outshine queens and empresses in gorgeous- 
nees of attire, the church falls into the same sin 
with faint and occasional effort to stem the general 
current. The excess of a sinful adornment, developee 
some of the dangerous propensities of the heart. 
Sudh devotion to self cultivates that selfishness 
which is always repulsive ; it makes so much of 
the person himself that little regard is paid to 
others. It also interferes with intellectual and 
moral improvements. There is usually not much 
intelligence among toilet worshipers, for so much 
time is spent or given to dress, that little or none 
is left for reading and study. If you spend so 
much time infurnishing your exterior, your interior 
must be very poorly furnished indeed. If young 
ladies would spend the hours they consume in 
vanity, in furnishing their minds with religious 
information and in the performance of deeds of 
charity, how much more happy would be their 
lives I How much more useful would they be in 
the world 1 Don't hang out the colors of vanity, 
for a showy dress is the advertisement of a vain 
mind and a proud heart. Come to Jesus so that 
you may have inward principles to guide you and 
ask for pardon and a new heart Learn ef him 
and, like him, you will become meek and low- 
ly in "heart, and that will perserve you from the 
fashions of the world and sinners. 

Christ says, pride cometh out of the heart, then 
the wearing of gold and other ornaments are un- 


doubted ly the fruits of h proud he*rt. The Apostles 
have given excellent directions that women should 
adorn themselves in modest apparel. 1 Peter 3. 
Here we see that Peter and Paul, have positively 
forbidden the wearing of gold and costly clothing, 
but to adorn themselves as the holy woman of old 
adorned themselves. No one will deny that the 
Apostles have written as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit. The commands and teachings of the 
Holy Apostles are just as binding on us to be ob- 
served as any other commandment within the lids 
of the sacred volumes. The word tells us if we 
are guilty of disobeying one commandment that 
is given unto us we are guilty of the whole. No 
doubt there are numbers of our fashionable profes- 
sors who have never Been or read the teachings 
the Apostles have given us on the subject in such 
plain language, and if the watchman does not cry 
aloud and spare not, and tell the people of their 
sins they will not find it out until it is too late. 
Disobedience has been punished through all genera- 
tions. We read tbe case of Moses after he had led 
the children of Israel through the wilderness, to 
ward the Promised Land he was not permitted to 
enter in on account pf disobedience at the waters 
of Meribah ; and so it will be with every one of us 
if we disobey and make light of the commandments 
that Christ and the Apostles has given to us in 
such plain language, for we will, like unto Moses, 
not be permitted to enter in through the gates in- 
to the city. 

When we look around and see the vanity and 
display ot the abominable sin of pride that is so 
prevalent in the church and out of it, it is now as 
it was in olden times, and in Paul's time. It cost 
him many tears, we read in Philippians 3: 18. 
There he says that many walk of whom I have 
told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ, 
and whose glory is in shame, who mind earthly 
things. David tells us how sin affected him-, 
rivers of water run down mine eyes because they 
keep not thy law. By the language of Jeremiah 
we see what feelings were awakened in him, wit- 
nessing the sins, of his day : O that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears that I 
might weep day and night for the slain of the 
daughter of my people. When we look around 
and see the sins and disobedience in our day we 
have great cause to use the same language as did 
the prophet concerning that matter, and to those 
that have professed to follow the blessed Master 
in all his appointed ways, and in their baptismal 
vow have promised to renounce the world with 
all its sinful pleasures, are guilty of disobeying the 
teachings of Christ and the Holy Apostles ; have 
great cause to remember Lot's wife. She was 
commanded to escape out of Sodom and Gomorrah 
and not look behind her. She made an effort to es- 
cape but not proving true to the command she had 
received, she looked back and became a pillar of 
salt, and failed to reach the land or place she start- 
ed for. So it will be with all who make an effort 
to start on the way and stop or look back before 
they receive the crown. If we begin to murmur or 
think it hard to perform each and every command 
that is made obligatory upon us, we are in great 
danger of losing tbe crown. No doubt Lot's wife 
had many things in the city which grieved her to 
part with. No doubt there are many now in our 
day who have a desire to grasp after worldly affairs. 
Watch and see if you do not desire to be esteemed 
great in the eyes of the world ? Probably you 
imagine that by complying with the latest fashions 
of the world, you can gain the good will and ap- 
probation of the great men of the world, and at 
the same time be a Christian, or at least bear a 
Christian name. But you cannot serve God and 
mammon ; w*e can do nothing better than to turn 
our attention to the pages of tbe holy book of God, 
and there see what has befallen the unrighteous 
and false worshipers in every age of the world, and 
how true worshipers have always been blessed and 
have always enjoyed the favor and complaisant 
smile of God. 


Intellect has 
soul. — Buskin. 


been called the starlight of the 


